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UNLOCK THE SECRETS OF TEROK NOR! It was once a battered Cardassian ore-processing

facility orbiting the planet Bajor. But Terok Nor took on new life when the Cardassians evacuated

and were replaced by Starfleet personnel. With the discovery of a nearby stable wormhole

connecting the Alpha Quadrant with the Gamma Quadrant, the newly christened Space Station

Deep Space 9 became one of the most important installations in known space. Filled with hundreds

of schematic diagrams and illustrations, the "Star Trek: Deep Space Nine Technical Manual" is

essential for anyone interested in the ships, technology and weapons of Starfleet and the many

different species, who frequent the station, including the Klingons, the Bajorans, the Romulans, the

Cardassians, and the Jem'Hadar. As an added bonus, four full-color gatefolds have been specially

created for this book. In addition to providing an in-depth look at the exteriors of the station, these

illustrations also show the Promenade, and highlight the U.S.S. Defiant. Turning the ravaged

outpost into a fully operational station involved much more than a simple name change. The

transformation represented an arduous challenge to the Starfleet engineers who were required to

merge two divergent technologies. How they achieved that feat, and how the Federation helps the

Bajoran government keep the station running smoothly, is revealed in the "Star Trek: Deep Space

Nine Technical Manual".
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First off, this book is anything but a disappointment. It is a packed with information on the series and

its fictional technology from the station's basic layout to things like tricorders and sensor probes. It



has great illustrations, mostly rendered in 3D by Doug Drexler and all in color. This is a quite

obvious advancement since the STTNG Technical Manual.One reason why I like the DS9 Technical

Manual less than its "sister manual" is that its reliability is lacking. This is in part not the fault of the

authors, considering that technical specs and especially the size of the station and of the Defiant

were always subject to change throughout DS9. Nevertheless, it is dissatisfactory that none of the

size figures given in the book correspond with the schematic diagrams in the same book, the latter

of which consistently show a smaller 120m Defiant and a station diameter of at most 1000m. The

section on starships is even much worse, since ship types and specs are arbitrarily and hastily

made up, sizes of well-known ships are wrong and the Saber and Norway class even have exactly

the same specs. Considering that many fans who took the specs for their websites didn't even

notice the latter error, I may be overly critical, but from an officical manual I would expact much

more carefulness than that.The other point of criticism is that the Deep Space Nine Technical

Manual isn't very technical and it isn't useful as a manual. It is rather like prose that has been

supplemented with a certain limited amount of Technobabble, a couple of size figures and many

nice images. It doesn't care about the technology in such detail as the STTNG Technical Manual,

and if it is only shown how to operate it.
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